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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

Receipt is acl<nowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), wliich 
papers have been placed of record in tine file. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 9 is objected to because of the following informalities: 
Specifically, claim 9 in the last line refers to "substrate" and "coated layer" without 
providing proper antecedent basis. While it is fairly clear the applicant is referring to the 
substrate and the coated layer of claim 1 , the examiner suggests the amendment of the 
claims so as to specifically denote this. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1 . Claims 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Dotzer 
et al., (U.S. Pat. No. 4,148,204) (hereinafter referred to as "DOTZER"). 
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Regarding claim 1 , DOTZER teaches a method for the production of coated 
workpieces comprising the steps of: 

- electrodepositing one or more layers containing one metal and/or a metal alloy 
on a substrate (see col. 3 lines 27-30 teaching the electrodeposition of aluminum 
on the metal article); and 

- thermally treating the coated substrate at a temperature of between 300°C and 
1000°C in such a way that at least the surface layer of the substrate and the layer 
or layers applied by the previous step partially and/or completely interdiffuse (see 
col. 4 lines 48-52 teaching the heat treatment of the substrate and 
electrodeposited layer so as to form an interdiffused metal layer). See also 
example 9 at col. 17 lines 1-62 providing teachings on a more specific example 
of the teaching noted above. 

Regarding claim 2, DOTZER teaches the method for the production of coated 
workpieces wherein the substrate is electrically conductive (see col. 3 lines 27-30 
teaching the electrodeposition of a metal article which would inherently be electrically 
conductive). 

Regarding claims 3-5, DOTZER teaches the method for the production of coated 
workpieces wherein the substrate is a metallic substrate including one metal comprising 
magnesium, titanium or zinc (see col. 3 lines 27-33). 
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Regarding claims 6-8, DOTZER teaches the method for the production of coated 
workpieces wherein the layer is an aluminum layer that is coated from either an 
aqueous or a non-aqueous electrolyte (see col. 3 lines 27-30; 47-49). 

Regarding claim 9, DOTZER teaches the method for the production of coated 
workpieces wherein the temperature and/or duration of the thermal treatment step is 
selected in such a way that an alloy containing metal of the surface layer of the 
substrate and metal of the coated layer will be formed at least in the boundary area 
between the substrate and the coated layer (see col. 4 lines 48-52). 

Regarding claims 10, 17 and 18, DOTZER teaches the method for the production 
of coated workpieces wherein the temperature of the thermal treatment step is between 

400°C and 1000°C, 450°C and 900°C, and also between 500°C and 800°C (see col. 4 
lines 48-52 and col. 17 lines 32-34 teaching thermal treatment being conducted at 
600°C). 

Regarding claims 11,19 and 20, DOTZER teaches the method for the production 
of coated workpieces wherein the duration of the thermal treatment step is between 1 
second and 10 hours, 1 minute and 5 hours, and also between 2 minutes and 3 hours 
(see col. 4 lines 48-52 and col. 17 lines 32-34 teaching thermal treatment being 
conducted for 2 hours). 
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Regarding claims 12, 13 and 21, DOTZER teaclies tlie metliod fortlie production 
of coated workpieces wherein subsequent to coating the layer and prior to performing 
the thermal treatment the layer is subjected to further treatment comprising anodization 
of the layer (see col. 3 lines 31-35 teaching the anodizing of the aluminum layer after 
being electrodeposited). 

Regarding claims 14 and 22, DOTZER teaches the method for the production of 
coated workpieces wherein the coated workpieces are molded articles or metal sheets 
(see col. 4 lines 8-14). 

Regarding claims 15 and 16, DOTZER teaches the coated workpieces made by 
the method wherein the coated workpieces are molded articles (see col. 4 lines 8-14). 

Please note, claims 15 and 16 are considered product-by-process claims. As 
such, they are being treated in accordance with MPEP § 21 13. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BRYAN D. RlPA whose telephone number is 571-270- 
7875. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday, 9:00 AM to 5:00 
PM EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alexa Meckel can be reached on 571-272-1446. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Harry D Wilkins, III/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1795 

IB. D. R./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 1795 



